
TIMES OF GREAT DISTRESS
The time we live in could be described 
as a time of great distress. News of wars, 
destruction, floods, fires and so much more 
assail us. There are still some who stand 
on street corners with a sign proclaiming, 
‘The End Is Nigh’. Still others raise alarms 
on websites and social media. Our first 
reading today, taken from the last chapter 
of Daniel, presents Michael the Archangel 
warning of the end, of a time of great 
distress. He recounts the resurrection of 
the dead where those sleeping in the dust 
will be separated: some will be awakened 
‘to everlasting life’ and others ‘to shame 
and everlasting contempt’. 

Paralleling this, in the Gospel of today, 
Jesus speaks to his disciples as his Passion 
looms. He speaks in apocalyptic, end-
times, language of ‘a time of distress’ 
when the lights in the sky will fall. These 
events hail the coming of the Son of Man 
who will gather his chosen. This is the 
hope of what will come beyond the trials 
and crucifixion of Jesus, an assurance of 
God’s presence echoed in Jesus’ words, 
‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away’. 

In days of distress we, like the disciples, 
can hear Jesus’ words, the Good News, if 
we remain faithful. The emphasis is not 
on what will pass away but on the saving 
grace of God who has sent his son, Jesus, 
and will raise him for the salvation of all. 
The end is not the end for those awakened 
to everlasting life.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Dr Rosemary Canavan

MY WORDS WILL NOT PASS AWAY. We live in a world of rapid change. Many of the 
places of our childhood have gone or been altered significantly. Customs, attitudes 
and pastimes are different now. All of this reminds us of the transitory nature of life. 
The heavens and the earth as we know them are passing away. Only the word of God 
stands forever. May we place our trust in the kingdom of God and not in the passing 
kingdoms we create.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Jer 29:11, 12, 14

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace 
and not of affliction. You will call upon 
me, and I will answer you, and I will lead 
back your captives from every place.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as 
the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You have poured out on your people the 
Spirit of truth: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the Good Shepherd, leading us to 
eternal life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the 
constant gladness of being devoted to you, 
for it is full and lasting happiness to serve 
with constancy the author of all that is good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Dan 12:1-13

A reading from the prophet Daniel
When that time comes your own people will be 
spared.

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great 
prince who mounts guard over your people. 
There is going to be a time of great distress, 
unparalleled since nations first came into 
existence. When that time comes, your own 
people will be spared, all those whose names 
are found written in the Book. Of those who 
lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many 
will awake, some to everlasting life, some to 
shame and everlasting disgrace. The learned 
will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, 
and those who have instructed many in 
virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 15:5, 8-11

R.  Keep me safe, O God;  
you are my hope.
1.  O Lord, it is you who are my portion and 
cup; / it is you yourself who are my prize. / I 
keep the Lord ever in my sight: / since he is 
at my right hand, I shall stand firm.  R.
2.  And so my heart rejoices, my soul is 
glad; / even my body shall rest in safety. / For 
you will not leave my soul among the dead, / 
nor let your beloved know decay.  R.
3.  You will show me the path of life, / the 
fullness of joy in your presence, / at your 
right hand happiness for ever.  R.

SECOND READING	 Heb 10:11-14, 18

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
By a single offering he has achieved the eternal 
perfection of those who are sanctified.

All the priests stand at their duties every 
day, offering over and over again the same 
sacrifices which are quite incapable of taking 
sins away. Christ, on the other hand, has 
offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then 
taken his place for ever, at the right hand 
of God, where he is now waiting until his 
enemies are made into a footstool for him. 
By virtue of that one single offering, he has 
achieved the eternal perfection of all whom 
he is sanctifying. When all sins have been 
forgiven, there can be no more sin offerings.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Lk 21:36 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful, pray constantly,
that you may be worthy to stand before 
the Son of Man.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mk 13:24-32

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He shall gather his elect from the four winds.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after 
the time of distress, the sun will be darkened, 
the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will 
come falling from heaven and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory; then too he will 
send the angels to gather his chosen from the 
four winds, from the ends of the world to the 
ends of heaven.

  ‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as 
its twigs grow supple and its leaves come out, 
you know that summer is near. So with you, 
when you see these things happening: know 
that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you 
solemnly, before this generation has passed 
away all these things will have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

  ‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows 
it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; 
no one but the Father.

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer 
in the sight of your majesty may obtain for 
us the grace of being devoted to you and 
gain us the prize of everlasting happiness. 
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Ps 72:28

To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We have partaken of the gifts of this 
sacred mystery, humbly imploring, O Lord, 
that what your Son commanded us to do 
in memory of him may bring us growth in 
charity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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